
Overview of SGMA 
 
SGMA went into effect on January 1, 2015. It established a framework for sustainable 
management of groundwater for the first time in California’s history. Groundwater is a critical 
component of the State’s water supply portfolio, and if effectively managed, this resource will help 
protect communities, farms, and the environment against the impacts of prolonged dry periods 
and climate change. SGMA recognizes that management is most effective when done at the 
local level by local agencies with adequate information, tools, resources, and authorities. 

 
SGMA Implementation Timeline 

 
SGMA requires medium- and high-priority groundwater basins in the State to be managed by 
local agencies that have formed a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) by June 30, 2017. 
Once formed, a GSA must develop and implement a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) by 
January 31, 2022 to guide the sustainable management of its groundwater basin. The GSA has 
20 years to achieve its sustainability goals in the GSP. The law allows for State intervention when 
necessary to protect groundwater resources. 

 
Forming a Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

 
The first step to implement SGMA is to form a GSA. SGMA defines a GSA as one or more local 
agencies that must implement SGMA’s provisions. A local agency is defined as any local public 
agency that has water supply, water management, and/or land use responsibilities within a 
groundwater basin. Any local agency or combination of local agencies overlying a groundwater 
basin can elect to be a GSA.  A combination of local agencies may form a GSA by using any of 
the following methods: a joint powers agreement, a memorandum of agreement or other legal 
agreement.  A water corporation regulated by the Public Utilities Commission or a mutual water 
company may participate in a GSA through a memorandum of agreement or other legal 
agreement. Non-agency parties can be incorporated into the decision-making process for the 
GSA, or in certain cases, they may wish to form a new GSA-eligible agency. 

 
What Are Yolo County Agencies Doing? 

 
Yolo County agencies are starting to coordinate their GSA formation on a basin-wide scale. The 
Water Resources Association of Yolo County (WRA) is made up of members from Yolo County 
cities (Davis, West Sacramento, Winters and Woodland) and numerous Water Districts.  The 
Farm Bureau is not an agency so cannot be part of the GSA, but has partnered with WRA to 
launch SGMA efforts. The Farm Bureau and WRA obtained State funding to hire a neutral 
facilitator to support this process. 

 
How Can Interested Stakeholders Get Involved? 

 
Successful implementation of SGMA includes participation from Yolo County’s communities, 
water agencies, landowners, farms, Native American Tribes, general public, industries, and all 
interested groups. SGMA implementation in Yolo County will involve many meetings in 2016 and 
2017.  All interested stakeholders should regularly visit the Yolo Groundwater website for ongoing 
information: http://yologroundwater.org/ 
 

More SGMA Information 
 

For more SGMA information please visit the following website: 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/index.cfm 
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